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To all whom i may concern:

Beitknownthat |, FREDERICK CLAPP, s autizen of
the United Siates, residing s Miller's Falls, in the
country of Franklin and the Stue of Massachusens,
have invenied a new and useful Mouthpiece for Reed-
Instruments, of which ihe following is a specification

My invention relaies to & moulh piece for clarinets,
saxophones, and similar reed-insruments, the object in
view being 1o provide means for adjusting the read 1o
secure the desired interval between the tp or point
thereal and the face of the mouthpiecs.

Heretofore it has been the practice, when the up or
point of the reed is &l 100 great or 100 small an interval
Irom the lage of the mouthpiece, 1o bend or deflect Lhe
same; bul such an eperalion, in addilion to being ac-
complished with the risk of defacing or injuring Lhe
moathpiece,iselfective only to alimited degree and [or
& short ime, for the reason thal the nalural elasticity of
the cane of which the reed is formed ullimalely reluns
1o its original shape and posidon. Therefore it is Lhe
main object of my invention o provide means for
adjusting the reed positively to avoid the bending
thereol, and hence armange L 1ip or point permanenty
al the desired interval from the mouthpiece.

Mouth-Piece for Reed-Instruments

Further cbjecls and advantsges of this invention will
appedr in the following descripton, and the novel
features thereaf will be particularly pointed out in the
appended claims.

[n the drawdnge, Figure | 15 a perspaciive view of a
claninet-mouthpisce constructed in accordance with
my inventien. Fig.2 is a central longitudinal section of
Lhe same

Similar numerals of reference indicale corresponding
parts in both figures of the drawings.

| designates a mouthpiece of the kand employed for
clannews, which may be made of wood, hard rubber,
melal, or any ciher sunable material, and 2, amed of the
ondinary kind, whichis arranged in contact wilh the Mal
face 3 of the mouthpiece and held in place by any
suitable means — as far instanse, the clamp 4 shownin
Lhe drawings. This clampas of the ordinary constnic-
Lion with front and Tear adjusting-screws 5 and 6,

The rear or buil end of the reed is arranged in contact
with and held in place by a tongue 7, provided with
means whereby its rear end may be adjusted loward and
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from the axis of the mouthpiece to vary the pitch of the
reed, and hence vary the inlerval belwoen Lhe tp of
paint theraol and the face of the mouthpiece, This
tongue may be constructed in a varety of ways, of
which one orly s shown in the drawings, the same
being integral with the mouthpiece and formed by
sawing or providing in any suitable way a kerf 9,
approximately parallel with the plane of Lhe face of Lhe
mouthpiece, whereby aninterval orspace separnied the
surface of thaongue feom the contiguous portion of the
mouthpiece, In practice the tongue is preferably in-
croased slightly toward its upper o front end, where it
is aitached to the mouthpicce in order 1o provide the
necessary strength and spring action, Inthe drawings,
the mouthpiece is shown as constructed of wood or hard
rubber, in which case | preferably attach a sirenghien-
ing-piate 10 of metal 1o the exterior surface of the
longueloreceiva e stradn of adjusting devices, which,
in the construclion illusirated, consists of thumb-
screws ||

The sirengthening plate 15 provided with an undercut
or dovelaled shoulder |2 for engapement with the
beveled extremity of the tongue, and the thumb-screws
bear at their gxtremities agaings awear plate 13 secured
1o the mouthpiecs CONLguous 1o the et



